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Learning Target:  
 
 

¤  I CAN identify instructional 
techniques to develop and  

    scaffold students’ critical reading 
    experiences. 



Today’s “bite”: 
Using scaffolds to 

help students develop  
their ability to infer. 











Ten Tips  
for Teaching Students  

to Read Closely 



Be a Close Reader Yourself 
Always Set a Purpose for Reading 

Use Student Questions to Drive Discussion 

Design Intentional Scaffolds 

Closely Read Across the Curriculum 

Diversify the Text and How Students Interact With It 

Let Them Make Mistakes 

Model It 

Select Texts That Provide “Stretch” 

Teach Students to Look for Evidence 
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Students must be taught to  
analyze a text  

with the eyes of a detective  
who is never content  

with surface-level impressions… 

-  Fisher, Frey, and Lapp, 2012 



Reading between the lines  
is a complex skill that  
students develop with                . 



Reading between the lines  
is a complex skill that  
students develop with practice. 





I Observe 

I Know 

I Infer 











Immersion 
into  
Close Reading 



tinyurl.com/readingpassage 

Read the passage on your own, and  
think about how you make sense of  

what you’re reading. 
Respond to the questions. 



The man stood under the bright lights trying to decide.  He 
had already run three-quarters of the way, but now he had to 
be careful.  Everything depended on his decision. 
 
He knew he was being watched.  Would he be safe if he went 
home,  or would the masked man be waiting for him?  Home 
was in sight, but he was hesitating.  If he made a wrong 
move, it would all be over.  He peered into the night hoping 
for some sign that would help him know what to do. 
 
He thought about the man in the mask.  He would love to 
even the score.  He took a few hesitant steps.  Nothing 
happened.  His mind was made up.  He would chance it.  He 
ran as fast as he could for home. 



1.  Where was the man standing? 
2.  Who was the man in the mask? 
3.  Why was he afraid to go home?     
 
Reflect on your thinking as you were 
reading the passage.  What did you do to 
make sense of what you were reading? 
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Reflect on your thinking as you were 
reading the passage.  What did you 
do to make sense of what you were 
reading? 



Having 
experienced this 

as a reader, 
what is the  

application for  
instruction? 
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